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Charlton  Kings  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cannell  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  for  1947. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  6,031  is 
an  increase  of  several  hundreds  over  that  for  the  previous  year. 

There  were  93  births  during  the  year  giving  a Birth  Rate  of 
15.4  for  the  Urban  District  compared  with  the  birth  rate  of  20 
for  the  county  and  country  as  a whole. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  District,  16,  is  above  the  county  and 
general  death  rates  which  are  in  the  region  of  12. 

The  low  birth  rate  and  high  death  rate  is  due  to  the  relatively 
high  proportion  of  eldeily  people  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  54  per  1,000  live  births  is  worked 
out  on  such  small  numbers,  a total  of  five  deaths,  that  fluctuation 
from  year  to  year  is  likely  to  occur.  Examination  of  the  causes 
of  death  of  these  five  inlants  points  to  the  need  for  ante-natal  care 
of  expectant  mothers  and  special  care  for  illegitimate  infants. 

The  District  continued  to  enjoy  freedom  from  outbreaks  of 
major  infectious  disease,  immunisation  being  responsible  for  the 
elimination  of  diphtheria. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  when  poliomyelitis 
was  prevalent  throughout  the  country  a number  of  suspected  cases 
were  visited  ; fortunately  there  was  only  one  proved  case  in  the 
District. 
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Finding  homes  tor  those  in  dii-e  need  is  the  Council’s  most 
urgent  task  but  in  shouldering  this  responsibility  they  are  faced 
with  many  difficulties  in  an  age  of  shortages.  Sixteen  houses 
of  the  56  in  the  post-war  programme  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year  ; the  remainder  are  to  be  ready  for  occupation 
within  six  months.  Further  progress  in  the  development  ol  the 
site  has  been  delayed  by  Ministry  control. 

The  new  houses  cannot  be  used  to  replace  unfit  dwellings 
for  although  a large  family  from  a condemned  house  *may  move 
into  a new  house  the  old  unfit  dwelling  still  has  to  be  pressed  into 
use  to  shelter  a smaller  family. 

There  are  at  least  fifty  totally  unfit  dwellings  in  the  District. 
Such  repairs  that  can  be  carried  out  to  them  are  only  of  a lirst  aid 
nature  since  in  most  cases  the  unfitness  arises  from  gioss  congestion 
on  the  site  and  sanitary  defects  which  cannot  be  remedied. 

Opportunities  were  taken  during  the  year  to  give  talks  to 
various  organisations  on  health  subjects.  A feature  of  each  meeting 
was  the  lively  discussion  which  followed  the  address,  and  is  evi- 
dence of  the  general  interest  in  the  promotion  of  health. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

June,  1948. 
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Charlton  Kings  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Charlton  Kings  for  the  year  1947. 

Area  in  Acres,  3,399. 

Rateable  value,  £40,369. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,717. 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General),  6,031. 


Yield  of  one  penny  rate,  £165  13s.  4d. 

VITAL 

BIRTHS 

STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate 

43 

46 

89 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total 

45 

48 

93 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population. 

15.4. 

Males 

Still  Births 
Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Still  Births  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

0.3. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  54  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

DEATHS 


97  (49  Males,  48  Females)  deaths  of  residents  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a Death  Rate  ol  16  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  3.8  per  1,000  population. 


The  principle  causes  of  death  were  : 


1. 

Causes  of  Death 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

Male 

Female 

2. 

Cerebro -spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

6. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

3 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph. 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

1 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  Oesoph.  M 

uterus 

F 

1 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9 

5 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . . . 

2 

6 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

15 

13 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system 

— 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

1 

26. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  disorders 

1 

— 

28. 

Nephritis 

1 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post -abort.  : sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  births 

— 

2 

32. 

Con.  : Mai.  ; birth  inj.  : infantile  diseases 

1 

— 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

34. 

Road  traffic  accident 

— 

1 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

— 

36. 

All  other  causes 

1 

— 

Total 

49 

48 

Total,  both  Male  and  Female  ...  97 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1947 


Diseases 

(Excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Under  1 to  5 5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  and 

Total 

1 year 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

upwards 
M.  F. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 1 

2 6 

— 

— 

11 

Diphtheria 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 3 

9 7 

3 11 

— 

— 4 

39 

Measles 

2 — 

8 9 

3 2 

— 3 

— 

27 

Pneumonia 

— 1 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 3 

6 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— — 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  din-ing  the  year  : 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  All  Forms 

Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total  Total 

2 13  2 13  6 


The  Age  Group  at  notification  : 


Under  1 year  1 to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  and  upward 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Pulmonary — 1 2 — 

Non-Pulmonary  1 — — — 11  — 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register,  31st  December,  1947, 
were  as  follows  : 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  All  Forms 

Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total  Total 

17  11  28  7 4 11  39 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Responsibility  for  immunisation  now  passes  to  the  Health 
Committee  ol  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1947. 

Immunisation  has  been  offered  to  the  children  in  the  District 
from  1937  although  the  national  campaigns  did  not  come  in  to 
operation  until  1941.  These  efforts  have  led  to  73  per  cent, 
of  the  children  in  the  District  being  immunised  ; a noteworthy 
result  since  75  per  cent,  is  regarded  as  the  target  figure. 

Because  of  the  high  proportion  of  immunised  children  there 
were  no  cases  and  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

To  maintain  and  improve  the  percentage  of  treated  children 
means  continued  effort  in  persuading  mothers  to  bring  their  babies 
for  immunisation  when  eight  months  old. 
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Eighty  infants  were  immunised  dm-ing  the  year. 

When  the  child  enters  school  and  meets  with  increased  risks 
of  infection  a single  boosting  or  reinforcing  dose  is  advisable. 
This  is  given  at  the  child’s  first  medical  examination. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION 

Number  of  Children  who  have  completed  a full  course  ol 
Immunisation  up  to  31st  December,  1947  : — 

Age  at  31.12.47  Under  1 1 2 3 4 5 to  9 10  to  14  Total 

i.e.  born  in  Year  1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1938-42  1933-37  under 

15 

No.  Immunised  1 51  38  69  65  373  283  880 

Estimated  mid-year  ' " r 

Population  1945  440  760  1200 

DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  RELATION  TO 
IMMUNISATION 

No  cases  were  notified  amd  no  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria. 

BIRTH,  DEATH,  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE  LAST 

FIVE  YEARS 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Bil-th  Rate  . 

. 17.9 

19.3 

15.5 

16.1 

15.4 

(Per  1,000  population) 

Death  Rate  . 

13.5 

11.8 

12.2 

13.3 

16.0 

(Per  1,000  population) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  66 .0 

70.0 

23 

52 

54 

(Per  1,000  Live  Births) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year) 

FOR  COMPARISON,  THE  BIRTH, 

, DEATH  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

RATES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 

ETC.,  ARE 

GIVEN 

BELOW 

England  126  C.B.’s 

148  Smaller 

County 

Charlton 

and 

and 

Towns 

of 

Kings 

Wales  Great  Towns 

Glouces- 

U.D. 

tershire 

Birth  Rate 

(Per  1,000  population) 

20.5 

23.3 

22.2 

20 

15.4 

Death  Rate  . . . 

(Per  1,000  population) 

Infantile  Mortality 

12 

13 

11.9 

12.49 

16 

Rate 

(Deaths  of  Infants 

- 41 

47 

36 

34 

54 

under  1 year) 

(Per,  1,000  Live  Births) 


Deaths  under  2 years 

of  age  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  ...  5.8  ' 8 3.7  2.74  10 

(Per  1,000  Live  Births) 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Urban  District  is  within  the  statutory  water  supply  area 
of  the  Cheltenham  Corporation  Water  Undertaking.  The  supply 
is  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

31  houses  were  connected  to  the  public  water  mains  ; 26  new 
houses  and  5 existing  houses. 

The  following  table  gives  the  position  with  regard  to  a public 


piped  supply : — 

Total 

a 

Direct  to  house 

b 

By  Standpipe 

1717  No.  of  houses 

\ supplied  by 

/ 1531 

14 

6031  No.  of  population 

f public  mains 

\ 5436 

47 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
F.  A.  Middleton 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(i)  {a)  Total  number  ol  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  delects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  lor  the  purpose  165 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iv) L  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  — 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  Year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  ol  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  ; 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiiing  repairs  ...  ...  2 


9 


(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  ol  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  detects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  lormal  notices 

(«)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 


c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  ot  the  Housing 
Acts,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance ol  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  4. — Overcrowding  : 

(i)  Number  of  cases  ol  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  — 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  : 

No.  of  visits  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  130 

Bakehouses  : 

No  of  visits  made  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  8 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  (FACTORIES  ACT,  1937) 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : 

(a)  Number  of  Factories  without  mechanical  power 

on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 
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{h)  Number  ol  Factories  with  mechanical  power  on 

register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Numbe-r  of  visits  to  factories  ...  ...  ...  110 

Number  ol  written  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Section 

9 and  Regulation  21  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  ...  1 

Convictions  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  quantities  were  lound  to  be  unfit  lor 
human  consumption  : 


Food  ...  ...  ...  319  lb. 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  13  doz. 


The  greater  part  of  the  condemned  food  was  salvaged  and  used 
for  pig  food. 
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